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6/8 Arpeggio

Arpeggio is another word for fingerpicking. In general, the thumb plays the lowest note (in pitch) of the chord. Your other three playing fingers (you don’t normally use your little finger) are assigned to three strings, and should stay in the same position as you play through your arpeggio.

The 6/8 Arpeggio is the easiest one because your fingers pluck in a line up and back down the strings. We are going to play 6 beats in a bar.
Position your left hand into the chord of Am:
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With your right hand, place your thumb on the open A string and your other three playing fingers on the strings directly below.

T=Thumb; I=Index finger; M=Middle finger; R=Ring finger

Beats


1
2
3
4
5
6


Right hand 
T
I
M
R
M
I


Set the tempo by counting steadily, “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6…”. Now with the same tempo, try to play the sequence of 6 beats with the above right hand fingers. As you’ll see, the slower you set the tempo, the easier you’ll find playing the sequence in time.

As you change chord, you will find that your right hand position might have to change. For example, if you were to play a chord of D, your thumb would start on the D string. If you were to play a G chord, your thumb would start on the E string. The constant factor is that your thumb always plays the bass note of the chord.

